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9bis dooumsnt aontalns iniomaticr; nil’x’;iul,o tfia HatiortiS; 
Ipo: See Distribution Defense of the United Stntes vittln ?.:.a moaaiaz of the i 

Espionage Laws, Titie 18, U. S. C., :;9~:i;b3 193 B3d 794. 
Its trmsmiasion or the rcvclatiou of ii5 contents in auk: 
PBODB~ to an unauthorzled person 5: :rohihited by lam.’ 

1. (u) IIvmoDucnm: ThiEl iBSl,VZ Of “kB8OE.S heckled” iS &VOttd 
to “Eagle. Flight Cperatione”, a method of employing heliborne force8 In 
counterinsurgency operations in the Republic of Vietnam. A8 the basis for 

-this paper specific operations which have been conducted by elements Of 
rthe 21st Infantry Division, AEWN have been selected to illustrate the 
$xc;t&ce and techniques employed. In general, coverage has been ltiited ‘i 

ose lessons which experience has shown are peculiar to the current 0-q 

&ytuation and specific locale of South Vietnam. However, lessons can 
de derived which will be valw&ble in planing and c ucting counterin- 
4 urgency ope 

a. Definition. 
of the normal heliborne operation, developed In V 
plement the operatione of c 
extend the combat.effectiveness of such forces 
ently, either alone or reinforced, on a veriet 
its wme implies, a force capable of searching 
prey, attacking in force, and with&awing to 6 

b. General. Ah 

iborne force. 
1ocat.e and engage the enemy or 
larger friendly force. As an 
engsga an enemy force located 

ack an enemy fleeing a 
“Ehgle” Is also prepared to 

inherent flexibility of the Ea@.e Eli fcrce ready for ipppediate 
camitment, either alone or in conjun h other forces, is. lte most 
significant feature. A wealth of exper and opportunity to refine 
techniques have been derived From tide of operation over the past 
several months. While many Eagle Fligb ave not resulted in contacting 
the en- the great potential of this te iquesis combating insurgent 
forces is apparent. 
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co Area of Operations. The generally flat terrain of the Delta !""'* 
region of &t&h Vietnam is ideally suited to helicopter employment. 

,. 
Con- c, ),{ 

versdy, its lack of adeqmte roads, great expamee of Inundated laad 
during the monsoon eeasonb va& network of tree lined rive?6 and caaals, );:yI$ 
and dense yet widely dispersed population make it a amrt dlfflctilt area pd.., 
of operations for conventionally equipped land force&. These satme hind- it\ '& 
rancea tc lend force operations make the Delta region an idee3 are8 for ..I,, 

Finding, fixing and destroying the en- fhue beocme monmenl& 

uctlon of enmy fore 

C 10 on ARVN fre 
10 on u6 frequency 

1st squad ,- 

(Rm identification purposes in expediting loading and Fe- 
loading and as an aid to ccamand control dming operatlbna +&ch person 
in this 
ur.iform) 

helkopter wears a RED scarf ,or piece of cloth aiiixed to his , 

--- - 
D (2) Iklicapter irk 2 -~___ 

SqmdLeader (AU/PRC 6 or10 onARVBfreqnmc,y)~ 
26 Squad 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._........... 1 ( Eech pereon weave GREE4 scarf or piece of cloth) 
. . . . . . . . . , . , . . . . . . . . i 

(3) -umPMr Ho 3 

Executive Officer (Al@C 6 or 10 on ARWR f%equency) 
Saud Leader 

1 i 
3ii squad 

! (~4 person wears BLUE acsrf or piece of cloth) UNCLASSIFIED 
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b. Planning Con8iberatiorm Several of the followi,ng conrldar- 
ations rem&t directly fran local cohditl.onsl and me peculiar only to 
operations ia Vletnem; e.g. ) langmge difficulties encountered in sup- 
porting the Eagle Force tith amed escort he?-lcopters operated by U.8. 
pemonnel. Were the entire force, inclurZing mpport elements, manned by 
pereonnsP of the same nationality sever& of these consideration8 wok&l 
be unneceaswry. 

(i) Ekch squad should be armed witk 8 preponderance of 
sutomaklc weaponBe Light machine guns may be used aLthough they have 
proved sanewhat anwieldy in past operations. M-79 grenade launchers ere 
very effective and should be included if available; otherwise the M'7A3 
grenade launcher. 

(2) It is highly desirable to provide for four addltloaaJ, 
troop wrrying hellcapters on smdby, cmencing agproxWtely two 
hour6 after the initial operation sta.rts. These helicopters should be 
dispatched to the operationaL area to replace the originel helicopters 
when refueling becomes necesswy, thus eliminating auy de4 in conduct 
of the operation. 

(3) When operating Independently fram other air-mobile’ 
or ground fnrcee an sagle Force should be supported by flghter/banher 
sireraft. 

(4) Etelicupter availability may dictate alternations ic the 
loading plan. In accamnodating to changes in helicopter avaUabllity 
the tactical integrity of squrde Is sought. & loading plan must also 
pmvlde for retention of the Us Advisor-interpreter proximity. 

(5) At least one O-1 type aircraft capable of operating 
on the TB Advisor’s radio net is eesential for the purpose of spotting 
and merking, and to act as a radio relay as needed. A second O-1 oper- 
ating on the ARAB radio net Is desirable. 

lwlv *berver(6) - akmBa 
emort helicopter Is required to carry an 

. In paat operation6 these ObeerverB us?mUy luwe been 
&vB O$fiC@ZiZ?B. 

(7) It I.6 hi&y desirable that anned alrcreft be capable 
of cwmwnicating on the infantry FM net in order that the US AAvieor 
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may coordinate air-ground q?e:mtior:a ~.~hl.if: ( n th:~ ~mund. Coordination 
between d.l ARVIV forces and C3 unJ.tsi’pemonnei pm-i;ieipatlng In the oper- 
ations is the responsibility of the ‘!75 Advisor. He’ has an AW/PRC 10 with 
him on the ground and we=8 the crm c’hief’*r: bee&et while airborne In 
the lead heU&ptsr.. 

C* Mieeions. 

(1) Recomalasance in Force. 

(a) An Eagle Force, reinforced by fl&er aircraft 
and rupported by light fixed wing ObEemtiOn aircraft, cm be asrigned 
the mission of probing for Viet Cong in several 35-50 equate kiltmeter 
exeas, depending on the population &m&ties in the exeas. Sector6 of 
search are assigned to the observ&tion aircraft. Operating “on-the-deck” 
they report on fleeing groups, armed persons: c:mouflagocl individuals 
and positions, concentrations of sampans, the genera2 reaetlone of parBoon 
In the search areas, and recmnnend posnibie landing zonea. 

(b) The ARAB Eagle Force Ccmnander and the B Advisor 
eelect the best targets while orbiting In the lead helicopter, perform 
cloeer Inspection of the potantial obdjectiveEc and coordinate landing 
and/or a8raul-t plane tith the amed escort helicopters and fi@lxr air- 
craft. The armed helicopter8 mmally make assault pauree prior to 
landings by the troop carrying helicopters. !L’%e,I&le Fame land6 and 
con’bacte the enemy or screens the area and Interrogates civfi~8m. 

(c) Report8 are cant1 nuously made to hlgbr hmdquartrr6 
by the Ea4.e Porte Commander using the airborne observation aircraft for 
r3dio relay. The observation aircraft also scouts beyond the ~ea at-- 
illg to detect en- forces who have reacted tc the Eagle Force landing, 
either by fleeing or prepari~ to attack. 

(d) If -negative co&act results, or ypon mmpletioa 
of the action, a pickup is arrangea. The troop cwrylng heliooptere, 
under the cover of armed ewort, complete the pickb and Eagle Force 
ie reedy to continue Its search or pursue any enemy reported by the obeer- 
vat ion aIrcraft. 

(2) Reinforce an Airmobile Force. 

(a) An Eagle Force can be mmitted to reinforce 
an alrmoblle force. w clchedullng the arrival of the Eagle lplbFCe on- 
station to coWaide with the arrival of the initial lift of a heliborne 
force at its objective, the Eagle Force in la posftion to engage Umedi- 
ately any guerrillas fleeing on foot or by sampans. Optimwn results 
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can be achieved by direct coordination between the a8 Advisor with e&h 
unit on the ground and the US Advieor in the Ragle Force lead helicopter, 
using AW/PRC! 10 radior on the US Advisor radio net. Addltional,obrer- 
v&Ion and reporting can be performed by an O-2 type.aircraft and by the 
&gle Force itself. 

(b) If the Eagle Force ia airborne no more than five 
minute6 flying time 16 needed to reach the moat distant cractor of the 
ground operat ion. Within an additional three minutea, or lomr, thr landing 
can be planned and coordinated within the Eagle arcs and its araed oioort 
and executed. Fl&trr-bomber8 can tieo Join in the attack. 

(3) Reinfoice 6 Ground ForCe. An Eagle Force can reinfdrce 
a ground force by being placed on-etation to operate in areas adjacent 
to the committed unit. The armed escorts CM psrform low level eearch 
and target marking missions. Coordination between the Ef&le Force and 
the ground force can be accomplished 80 ahown in Fubparagraph (2), above. 

(4) Reinforce Itseif. When heavy oppc8ition is encountered 
by a committed Ragle Force, or a requirement arises to block an exit 
from the area of contact, the Eagle Force C.=IA reinforce itself quickly 
by using Its four empty troop c,arrying helicopters to bring additional 
squads into action. Within a few minyittes after receiving a request for 
aeelstance relayed from the Eagle Force LiXj Advisor, foxr squads of soldiers 
from the nearest unengaged friendly unit can be ready,for pickup. Smoke 
can be used to mark the landing zone fcr the pickup. Since the helicop- 
ters will be in radio contact with the reqJe&ing foroe’6 US Advisor, 
the reinforcements can be brieP*d on the aitu?.tion, assigned objectives 
and given landing instructions while enroute. 

(5) Reinforce Airstrikes. An l&&e Force c’an be landed 
Mediately following eompleticn of an airstrike ,to inflict additional 
casualtiee and damage or en@ge surviving elements of an enemy force.. 

(6) Vertical Blocking J3xce. In genar%Lly open area8 an 
Eagle Force can assist ground troop& whose n.ov~m%~t hm become halted 
or alowed by fire fro.m snipers cr am&X groq~a of enemy in covered or 
concealed poaitlons. The threat posed by the hovering Ragle Force and 
the flrela of the armed escort helicopters pin down the enemy while ground 
forces maneuver to destroy. 

(7) Immediate Reaction Force. Of pertic-2lar value Jin counter- 
insurgency operations is the ability of an Eagle Force to react lmmed- 
iately in support of isolated outposts. Upm request of the outpost com- 
mander, either that inteY.ligence ha3 reported enemy aztivlty in the area 
or that the outpost is under enemy attack, 83. R@.e Force can be dispatched 
to assault the enemy force. Ihe benefit t0 aGr&iie among perSOn!El in 
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such outposts, coupled with the resultant enhaucement of prestige w the 
government forces in protecting it6 population from insurgentt3, ir great. 

(8) Covering Force. AA Eagle Force can be given a mie- 
sion to provide cover for surface movement in the protection-of boat and 
road traffic. Since this is a costly mission in terms of force8 and 
equipment it shotid be given only in cases involving extremely high &ority 
movements. 

4. (U) TECHNIQUES OF EWLOYMEBT~ A detailed ddscuslaion of the 
techniques of planning and employmsnt.of Eagle Forcer, based upon the 
experi&,ce gained through a&al operations in South VletnrrP1, Is attached 
as Incloeure 1. The discussion includes techniques of planning and a- 
ecution, diagrams of flight and landing formatiogs and an after-a&ion 
operational s-y. ,I 

5. (CMHA) LIMITATIONS OF EAGLE FORCE OPERATIOMS: In certain res- 
pects the Eagle Force concept has inherent weaknesses. Some vi11 remain; 
others, notably in the field of communications, will be minimized or 
eliminated through technological improvements. As stated earlier in 
discussing planning considerations, langixige difficultfes arise from part- 
icipation by personnel of different nationalities in operations la Vict- 
nam. To overcome these problems additional communlcatione equlpnent is 
anployed and procedures adapted to the conditions. Thus a limitation 
develops that would be less apparent in a homogeneous force. The fol- 
loving.are sosue identified limitations and weakneeses of an Ragle Force: 

a. Reliance on SuItable Terrain. An Eagle Force can be em- 
ployed successfully only in generslly open terrain appropriate for hel- 
icopter operations. &tended areas without suitable landing zones, 
which would tend to “swallow” a small force, which would render the ame 
eecort NppOrt useless, or .which would limit. landing zonea to only a few 
that could be ambushed by the en- grohLbit successful employment of 
an Eagle Force. 

b. Vulnerability of Relicoptera. Helicopters, and the Eagle 
Force itself, are particularly vulnerable to enemy ground firer during 
assault landinga. In some cases, to be effective and to seclude an 
exhausting and possibly unsuccessful purewit on foot, the Eagle Force 
must be landed amid or Wuediately adjacent to the enemy, It has not 
been ummml to have the first en- casualties caused by the crew chief’8 
ruhmachine gun fire during the final approach. 

c. Limited Combat Power. 

(1) An Eagle Force is, basically, a small force of four 

6 
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squads of soldiers. Upon landing its combat power is limited to the 
ekiU and fire power of .the squads. The force iteelf u3~.carrles 
no machine guus or mortars. 

(2) ’ Often the force is separated by a terrain feature; e-g*, 
canal or tree line. If ilpon landing, these mW.l forcer are rurpriead 
w a large ,anw forca they cannot ba extricated easily rinca the holi- 
oaptarr would be extremely vtinerable to loas If called in during a 
heavy fire fight. 

,(3) Tha Eagle Foraa cannot move by rtealth rime its mode 
of travel advetrtiees it3 presence well in advance. 

(4) The force Is depcaddent upon considerable 6-t; the 
more independent its mission the more support it requires. Coordination 
of the force and ite supporting elbments is of paramount importance. 

6. (ma) xmsmmmm: 

aa In general, the lessons learned fron the employnent of 
Eagle Forces were derived from initial operations and have resulted in 
refinements to techniques employed in later opzrations. These refinements 
are found.in the form of improvements ir, the fields of selected equl.ment, 
identification and command control procedures, cwuuication procedures 
and coordtnation between the force and its supported and supporting ele- 
ments. 

b. The following significant lessons learned, although Implied 
in the foregoing discussion, warrant restating: 

(1) To prevent being smbushed or defeated in detail a 
massed landing should b6 sought whenever possible. 

(2) Unless the commander 1s reasonably certain of the size, 
strength and disposition of the enemy force a landing zone should be 
selected that will place the force beyond effertive smsll arms range of 
the enemy. 

(3) In attacking an enemy force located near 5 canal a 
landing formation should be chosen that wi’i3 place part of the Eagle 
Force on the opposite bsqk to block escape. 

(4) Eagle Force limitations and weakesses must be thor- 
oughly understood by planners. 

(5) The Eagle Force should not attempt to unload and assault 

7 
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in fmafta amas gcsstm tbt~~ 3 feet in aapth. In 6treh csrsr'froag0.s 
ehould be landed on a&cent hi@ ground and cWeer’wlfs~& &@t&,na 
for u8e to complete tkeir mleslo~~. 

(6) There isr a gerater need fen closer coordinatlon’be~ 
W&a Boroe and frleaidly ground foroer in the tiea of o$eratlonr, to 2 
lnolude the ertabli&aent of recognil$on eignal~~. .’ “. ;.: ,. ̂% 

._ ., 
(7) Ihe canmander 6houl.d evaluate thorotqhly the nature 

of the target prior to selecting 5 landing formation. 
I 

(8) !I!mops mu& receive a last minute orientation on the 
dire&Ian of the objective prior to ualoading ,t the tmget area. 

(9) lb language barrier, coupled with the noise of the 
helicopters, make8 the use of Bimple head a& whietle r~igna3.e essential 
to the 6uccc~s of the operation. ,, 

1 Incl DELK M. ODE% 
Techniques of Planning and 
I&aployment w/3 Inuloeuree 

Brigadier General, WA 
chief < 
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1, Factors in Planning a Landing: Experience has shown that several 
factor8 mu& be considered in planning for a landing. Thir .planning muat 

‘be accomplished inmediately upon arrival ever the selected,-target area. .: 
It must be thorough, but done quickly, since the enemy already wjll have 
ccunmenced.to react to the presence of the attacking.force. Thus, planning, 
reaching decisions, and communicating these decisions in the fozm of .in- 
etructions to the force and its supporting elements must be virtually 
shrultaneous. The following factors are considered by.the*Bagle Force 
o-ndrr. 

a. Are the suspected personnel actually enemy forces? The’ 
possibility is great for mistaking friendly Self Defense Corps personnel, 
armed and dreseed in black or nondescript uniforms, for Viet Con& Gen- 
erally, the Viet Cong will run, attempt to hide or fire at the helicopters; 
SDC or Civil. Guard eoidiers will usually wave for recognition. Lack of 
communication means and a positive means of identification compound thie 
problem. 

b. What is the proxjmity of the target to heavy vegetation? How 
marpi enemy are visible? In selecting the landing zone care must be 
exercised to minimize the possibility of landing in a preplanned ambush 
based on hidden enemy forces, 

c. Is the enemy force massed or scattered, organized to fight 
or disorganized? Decision regarding use of a pre-aasault airstrike, 
choice of landing formation and selection of landing zone are affected 
by ‘the answers to this ql:estion. 

d. Is the logical target bisected by a canal or sknilar terrain’ 
feature? Choice of landing formation, selectFon of landing zone(s), and 
decision regarding capability of split force against the enemy are affect- 
ed. 

e, Is the water in ths rice paddies too deep for force to 
maneuver effectively? Selection of landing zone is affected. 

2. Techniques of Target Designation. 

a. Oral description. The use of corn-pass and clock directions 
in orally describing a target and landing zone is mandatory since in an 
area dense with canals and groves the mere reference to a canal would’be 
meaningless o A typical landing instruction to the helicopter leader 
might bet “The canal running from NE to SW about 500 meters out on our 
2 o’clock position is the baseline. Do you see it?” nht 3 o’clock on 
the base line, a small clump of trees on the canal is the center of mass, 
can you identify it?” “Land numbers one and two on the NW side and number5 
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three and four on the SX. Klsep both sections 300 meters out fram the 
canal.~ 

b. Marking by tracer amnurLtion or smoke grenades. 

c. Vectoring helicopters over targst by pilots of other aircraft 
who hare obsemd it. 

3. Landing Formationsm The~A.8 a wide range of choices of landing 
folmations. Selection must be based on nature and sise of targst and itho 
terrain features in the target area. Inolosure 1 is a diagram showing 
examples of possible forxatious, Piotures of aatual. operations are attaahed 
88 Inclosure 2. lkpe i r ewe in South Vietnam operations has ahom that the 
following choices against spsciflc tar ts are uorkabZe: (Refer to Inclo- 
sure 1 for diagram of named fonnations $ , 

a. To assault against enslqy forces in groups up to 50, clisorga- 
nired and in the open, ati depmding upon how heavily thag are amed, a 
landing formation knom as the Uhalf box” is chosen. It provides a ‘3 
o’clock exits for all troops thtg eliminating the necessity for any troops 
to move around the helicopters before assaulting. The enemy is caught in 
crossfire between the two lines of assaulting forces. 

b. To screen a large open area following an airstrike, or to 
search for Viet Cong hiding under water or in high grass,’ the %gle FoNs 
troop carrying helicopters are landed in “line* formatian, with about 
100 meter8 separation betueen helicopters. 

c. To attack a large enemy force reported to be in dense vege- 
tation the helicopters are landed in’ l liue m fomation about 300 meters 

A closer landing may place the force in an emlqr ambush. If the 
iz& force is reported to be mall, the helicopters are lauded in “line* 
muoh oloser to prevent enemy fmm escaping before assault. 

d, In older to trap an enemy force hiding in groves along the 
banks of a canal the *open boxm landing formation is used. Two aircraft 
land on each side of the can&l forming a box roughly JO0 meters on a side. 
Squads arrault and dire& their fires at the inclowd tar@. 

4. Bxemtion of Assault, 

a. Once tha camander has selected his target and decided upon 
his lauding fornation and plan of assault he must amunioato his decisions 
to the helicopter pilots aud the armed escort helicopter ffl&t lsadsr. 
The will not petit prior briefing of each squad in hdiaopters 2,3, and 4. 

b. Since the forces are not thorou@ily briefed on either 

2 
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the landing formation or th:g +3:: c oLt plan, unless ground winds absolutely 
prohibit the pilots atteltpt to :!cc.?d Ln a direction which provides the 
troops a *3 otclock" axit tmm? the cbJective. aCf they cannot, areu 
chiefs, draw a directional i%rFoIf m .I piece of paper indicating the 
direction of the objectivs ~8 ‘it, XC! appear to the soldiers as they 
mrge frcn the helicopter. 

c. Imediately upon lading, squads are asambled rapidly and 
contml quickly gained by the ccmander and his squad leaders. 

d. The U.S. Advisor imnediately establishes radio oontact with 
the orbiting mpty helicopters and, through the O-1 typd observation air- 
craft radio relay, reports to the ditrlsion hsadquarters. 

d. On the objective the troops must work rapidly to screen the 
area, kill or capture the enemy, apprehend suspects and prepare to reload. 
Sinoo an Bag10 Force is nors effectlvs wfien airborno and prepared to 
afta& excommlre tiaa im not spent on ths ground folloulng the assault 
or oapture of emmgr. If a more Lucrative target is reported to the mpty 
orbiting helicopters by other units a red mnoke signal is dropped as a 
rim to prepare for pick-up. 

5, lkmution of Pickup following Assault. 

a. Reloading the Force. 

(1) Upon completion of the ground actjon the camander 
studies the area and detexmines the center of mass of each squad. He 
insurem that the area is secure before the helicopters land. If terrain 
permits, the troops are farmed in a column of squads, appmxlmatrly 30 
meters betman squads, with the 1st squad (RED) up-wind. However if a 
squad is widely separated fran the force, possibly separated by a canal, 
it can be reloaded in place, protided a suitable landing Bsne is avail- 
able. 

(2) The U.S. Advisor contacts the helicopter flight leader 
by radio, informs him of the wind direction and identifies the landing 
zone(s). It is 90Pthat should radio canmnications fail, the foimation 
of tsoops in line of squads in pickup ion&ion is the signal that the 
area is secure and that the force is ready to reload. 

(3) As shown earl&w on the loading plan, each squad has a 
color code as indicated by the scarf or piece of cloth worn on their un- 
Iforms. (RED - 1st; GREW - 2d; BLUE - 3d; m - 4th) Bach helicopter . 
is designated by a correspontig color code. Thus idmtification for 
pickup and reloading 13 simplified. 

b. While awaiting return of the helicopters and during all 
loading operations each sqlrad mintain 



amed escort helicopters continue to orbit, protecting the heliaopteti 
and troops during reloading operations. 

(1) Reloading is nearly always done while the hii6wex-8 
maintain partial power since the open areas are generally swamp8 or uater 
covered rice pddies much of the year. If the helicopter is carrying 
nearly full fuel load (early in the operation), or if prisoner8 aboard 
cauee the load to exceed twelve men, it will require aa’ obmtaah-ale8r 
distance of about 900 meters in an up-wind direction for takeoff. Bach 
heliaopter should take off as soon as loaded in order to minimize time cm 
the ground, a period of great ml.nerabUlt v. 

(2) Prior to sll Eagle Flight operations all seat8 are 
x-moved froaa the cargo compartments of the troop carrying helicopters. 
During the operations no equipment Is tied down. 

6. Signals: The following are examples of signals employed dux%ng 
recent operations. 

a. Hand and Arm Signals: Two basic sigmls given byfhe cmtu 
chiefs of the troop carrying helicopters to the assault troops upon lauding 
for purposes other than assaulting enslay forces are: 

(1) If landing on or near friendly troop positions the 
crew chief places his hand over the mzzle of a shouldewfired weapon as 
a signal that troops ars not to fire upon landing. 

(2) If a landing isto be made for the purpose of changing 
to refueled helicopters, the crew chief make a 8ignal similar to the 
penalty signal for lbaak field in motion’ to indicate that troops are to 
dismount but not deploy for assault. 

b. Thunderer Whistle Signals: 
‘by sach squad leader) 

(Given by cmmamier and Jlepeated 

(1) Tuo blasts to indicate %ease fire”. 

(2) Three blasts to indicate “aatlon c@lete, assemble 
for reloading at position being ahome. 

7. An operational 8tarsrg of an Eagle Force action of 22 Hay 1963 
is attached as Incloaure 3 for infomation. 
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OPERATIO~~AL SUHARY UTILIZING MGLE FORCES 

u: Due Thang 17/42 

mr 22 Nay 1963 

PUCEr 218t Division Tactical Area, Vicinity Eas Lieu, Da Xuyen Province 

CONTROL HEADQUARTERS: 21st Infantry Division 

21et DiViBiOn (-) attacks at 220700 IJays north from Xom Phuoc MISSION: 
Thanh to kill or capture enemy forces in the area; hellborne strike 
force %aglem attack8 target8 of opportunity. 

NARRATIVES The plan envisioned one battalion attacking on two %~e19 of 
advance”, a Ranger Company in a mobile blocking role; one Xl,lJ company 
with one Ranger Company in a ecreening role and the 2lst Division Ret- 
connaiesence Company and one Ra.nger Company a8 *Eaglet’ forces. The 
plan was coneidered to be tightly controlled for ground troops but ex- 
tremely flexible in regards to use of %agle” o The 2lst Recon Co and 
the 362d Ranger Co provided 40 selected personnel to be employed a8 
an Qagles strike force hovering over the area of operation, prepared 
to Strike target8 of opportunity, block escape routea and reinforce units 
on the ground. 

The “Eagle” force waS divided into four 1G man squads, each Squad 
wearing a distinctive colored scarf for identification and control 
pU3oSeS. Six (6) armed UH-l.BIs (escort) and four (4) unarmed UH-lBts 
(troop transport) were employed. %aglest’ mission were, blocking, 
searching, reconnaiseance in force and attacking enemy troop8 flushed by 
foot troops. 

The armed !.%l,Bf 8 in addition to their normal mission of ebcort and 
close-in fire Support, provided an excellent mean8 of rapidly evacuating 
FWs from the area of operation. PCWs were evacuated by the armed 
UH-lE’8 on their return trip8 from the area of operation for refueling. 
Evacuation thus relieved the ground unit8 from having to Sacrifice much 
needed troop8 for guard duty. 

During this operation “Eagle” conducted seven landings, accounted 
for 32 enemy KU and captured 21 prisoners. Ground unit8 captured an 
additional 34 PWs. Armed UH-lB 18 of “Eagle” evacuated all of these 
pri8oner8. 
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